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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

OFFICES TO BE 
CLOSED ON 
COLUMBUS DAY
Fall River Electric offices will be 
closed Monday, October 10, 2022, in 
recognition of Columbus Day. A U.S. 
national holiday since 1937, Colum-
bus Day commemorates the arrival 
of Christopher Columbus in the New 
World on October 12, 1492. 

As with all holidays, Fall River crews 
are on stand-by in case of a power 
outage. Should you lose power 
during the Columbus Day weekend, 
please call 1.800.632.5726 and a 
crew will be dispatched immediately. 
Please do NOT report power outages 
on social media as those sources are 
not routinely monitored.

STURM HONORED 
FOR YEARS OF 
SERVICE 
Ashton area member Pat Sturm was 
honored by Fall River Electric’s board 
of directors in June for her years of 
dedicated service to the Cooperative 
as Chief Election Judge. Sturm’s 
duty was to ensure ballots for board 
members were tabulated correctly, 
that election judges understood their 
duties, and to announce the winning 
candidates at each year’s annual 
meeting of members. 

Above:  Fall River Board Past President 
Dede Draper presents Pat Sturm with 
recognition for her service to the 
Cooperative. 

Seven Energy Saving Tips For Winter
Searching for some winter energy saving 
tips? You’re smart to think ahead. For home- 
owners who live in multi-season climates, 
there is plenty to love about fall. But just a few 
weeks beyond all that crisp autumn air, the 
cold winter months are looming—along with 
some not-so-enjoyable higher heating costs.

While you cannot control Mother Nature, you 
can take action to get your house ready for 
what is to come and make your home as com-
fortable and efficient as possible with these 
seven winter energy saving tips:

Upgrade Your Windows: According to the 
Department of Energy, heat escaping through 
windows is responsible for up to 30 percent of 
residential heating usage. Energy-efficient, dual-
pane windows are designed to keep heat inside 
during the winter. Most are made from synthetic 
materials like vinyl, with two panes of glass and 
gas to boost efficiency. When shopping for win-
dows, look at the U-factor rating, which is a mea-
sure of how well a window insulates. The U-factor 
for windows typically ranges from 0.20 to 1.20. 
The lower number indicates better insulation.

Get Existing Windows Winter-ready: Hang 
curtains or drapes to help preserve heat escap-
ing. The thicker the curtain, the more insula-
tion it provides. The Department of Energy 
estimates that when drawn closed during the 
frigid winter months, most conventional drap-
eries can reduce heat loss by up to 10 percent.

Amp Up your Attic Insulation: Pay attention 
to the attic’s insulation R-value (thermal resis-
tance). Anything under R-38 could be consid-
ered under-insulated.

Find and Fix Air Leaks: Look for air leaks 
around windows, doors, and holes where 
plumbing pipes run through walls. Fill any 
holes or gaps with spray foam. When applying, 
wear protective gloves and use a damp rag for 
cleanup.

Invest in a Smart Thermostat: According 
to the Department of Energy, setting your 
thermostat back by 7° to 10°F for eight hours 
a day can save up to 10 percent on heating 
costs—but it can be difficult to remember to 
turn it down before going to bed or leaving 
the house. WiFi enabled thermostats learn 
your habits and temperature preferences. They 
automatically adjust the settings to create the 
most comfortable environment while you are 
at home, and conserve energy while you’re 
asleep or away from home.

Service your Heating System: Elements of a 
furnace tune-up include several checks and ad-
justments that make an enormous difference in 
your furnace’s efficiency. A tune-up also makes 
it possible to catch and repair small problems 
before they turn into big, expensive ordeals.

Show Your Water Heater Some Love: Keep in 
mind that your water heater accounts for up to 
18 percent of your heating bill. Insulating your 
water heater can reduce lost heat by 25 to 40 
percent, which will reduce utility bills. Pipe in-
sulation will preserve the heat as water moves 
from the water heater tank to faucet too. 

Winter presents its fair share of challenges to 
homeowners, but by following these winter 
energy saving tips, you can weather the cold 
season without freezing up your cash.

If you have a remodeling project planned for this fall, Fall River Electric reminds you that rebates 
are available to owner-members for adding insulation to your attic, floors, or walls, as well as for 
replacing single pane or metal framed windows, replacing exterior doors, electronic thermostats, 
heat pumps, and even appliances.

Business owners also have access to rebates for lighting projects, HVAC systems, and even com-
mercial kitchen and refrigeration improvements. For agricultural owner-members, there are re-
bates for irrigation pump systems, hardware, VFDs for potato storage, shop lighting, stock water 
tanks and more. Call our energy conservation specialist to answer your questions and provide 
the help you need to let Fall River Electric help pay for those projects. Call 800.632.5726 Mon-
day through Friday during normal business hours. You can also visit www.fallriverelectric.com and 
click on the tab “My Energy Savings.”

Winter Prep Rebates Now Available
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Fall River’s FLASHES 
newsletter is printed 
on recycled paper 
and is certified by the 

Forest Stewardship Council. Products certi-
fied by FSC directly support responsible  
forest management.

Want your Fall River FLASHES faster? Click 
www.fallriverelectric.com and then select 
the tab “My Cooperative” followed by 
the drop-down menu “Fall River Electric 
Newsletter.”

Keep up to date, including on power out-
age information, by “liking” Fall River Elec-
tric on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
fallriverrec. 
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Fall River Electric’s “Take Safety Home” 
series is designed to keep members 
AND staff safe at work and at home. 
Hunting season in Fall River’s service 
territory is fast approaching, which 
means hunters will be in the fields fre-
quented by grizzly, brown, and black 
bears. Be bearwise by staying alert and 
together. Always carry bear spray and 
know how to take the safety off and 
aim. Remember, bears are fast…30 to 
40 mph…so you will only have sec-
onds to respond to an attack.

Take Safety Home – Be Bearwise

Georg Behrens of Victor District 3 has been elected president of the Fall River Electric board, 
with Brent “Husk” Crowther of Rexburg District 1 as vice president and Jodi Stiehl of District 7 
in southern Island Park remaining as sec-
retary/treasurer. Behrens succeeds Dede 
Draper as board president. Board officers 
are elected after each annual meeting of 
members with various directors receiv-
ing the opportunity to serve in officer 
positions.

New Board Officers Elected For ’22-‘23

Increased Harvest Safety Is Always 
In Season
Harvest season is upon us in eastern Idaho. Soon, many local school districts will excuse stu-
dents to aid farmers in their fields. This season, be sure workers, especially less experience tem-
porary workers, always keep the equipment at least ten feet away from overhead power lines 
and in all directions when operating farm equipment. This is especially true of combines, grain 
augers, irrigation pipe, potato harvesters, and raised truck beds.

If your equipment does make contact with a power line, do not leave the cab. Immediately call 
911, warn others to stay away, and wait for a Fall River Electric crew to cut the power. 

The only reason to exit equipment that has comes into contact with overhead lines is if the 
equipment is on fire, which is rare. However, if this is the case, jump off the equipment with 
your feet together and without touching the ground and the machinery at the same time. Then, 
while still keeping your feet together, hop to safety as you leave the area. 

For more information on electrical safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org.

Stay Safe Online
At home, online safety is important 
for every member of your family. 
Keep your personal information safe, 
protect your password(s), never open 
emails from people you do not know, 
and remember, not everyone online 
is who they say they are. One final tip: 
Never open a link or attachment from 
someone you do not know.

Being safe and situationally aware is important in your home, outdoors, and even online. 


