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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

As was reported earlier this year, the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) proposed a rate in-
crease of 13.7% effective October 1, 2021, and initiated a rate review. After receiving comments from 
its customers, including Fall River Electric, BPA has determined to increase the average transmission 
rate by just 6.1% for a two-year rate period, while decreasing wholesale power rates by 2.5%. These 
rates will be in effect through at least September 2023.

“We appreciate the work customers and stakeholders did with 
us during the tariff case, ” BPA Administrator John Hairston said. 
“Confronting and solving these issues demonstrates that BPA, its 
customers, and the region benefit from a tariff designed by the 
Northwest for the Northwest.”

Fall River Electric’s Board of Directors will discuss these two rate 
changes imposed by BPA at their September board meeting to de-
termine how these new BPA rates will impact Fall River rates. De-
tails of their decision will be available in an upcoming newsletter.

OFFICES CLOSED FOR 
COLUMBUS DAY

Fall River Electric offices 
will be closed Monday, 
October 11, 2021, in 
recognition of Columbus 
Day. A national holiday 
since 1937, Columbus 
Day commemorates the 
arrival of Christopher Co-
lumbus to the New World 
in 1492. 

As with all holidays, Fall 
River crews are on stand-
by in case of a power 
outage. Should this occur 
during the Columbus 
Day weekend, please 
call 800.632.5726 and a 
crew will be dispatched 
immediately.

The solar panels have been installed on the 
Cooperative’s buildings in Driggs and the final 
connections have been completed for the Co-
op’s first community solar project. Community 
solar allows any member of Fall River Electric 
to benefit from solar energy production, even if 
they can’t put solar panels on their own rooftop. 

This community solar project will allow owner- 
members to receive a credit from their solar 
panel energy production on their monthly bill. 
If a community solar subscriber moves to a new 
home or residence within Fall River’s service ter-

Cooperative Solar Project Complete
ritory, they will continue to benefit from their 
community solar share(s). 

Subscribing members will be able to “lock in” 
the price per kilowatt hour for twenty-five years 
at a lower rate than current Fall River rates. If you 
would like to be the first to receive details about 
Fall River Electric’s community solar program, 
click on this link on the Co-op’s website, www.
fallriverelectric.com/cooperative-solar, and fill out 
the webform. Watch for complete details in the 
next issue of FLASHES or on our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/FallRiverREC. 



Reap A Safe Harvest

Take Safety Home: 
Basic First Aid

Each farming season, dozens of farm 
workers throughout the country are killed 
and hundreds more are injured in ac-
cidents involving power lines and farm 
equipment. We encourage farmers, farm 
workers, and their families to review the 
type of farm activities that may take place 
around power lines. Inspect the height of 
farm equipment to determine clearance 
when moving equipment from field to field. 
Keep equipment at least 10 feet away from 
power lines—above, below, and to the side, 
a 360-degree rule. Always lower grain au-
gers before moving them, even if moving 
only a few feet. Variables like wind, uneven 
ground, shifting weight, or other conditions 
can combine to create an unexpected re-
sult. Use extreme caution when raising the 
bed of a grain truck or potato harvesters 
anywhere near power lines.

Additionally, operators of farm equip-
ment or vehicles must also know what to 
do if the vehicle comes in contact with a 
power line: Stay on the equipment, warn 
others to stay away, and call 911. Do not 
get off the equipment until the Fall River 
Electric crew says it is safe to do so. It is very 
important that all farm workers and sea-
sonal employees are informed of electrical 
hazards and trained in proper procedures 
to avoid injury. 

Cardiac arrest is the loss of the heart’s 
ability to pump blood to the body and can 
happen with little or no warning. Cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) is the most 
immediate treatment typically available. 
Do you know how to preform CPR? The 
September topic of “Take Safety Home” is 
all about CPR and basic first aid.

The American Safety & Health Institute 
offers safety videos and handbooks avail-
able online at hsi.com/solutions/cpr-aed-
first-aid-training. The American Red Cross 
also provides free online classes in first 
aid, CPR, and a wide variety of other safety 
trainings, which can be found at www.red 
cross.org/take-a-class/online-safety-classes/
all-online-classes.

With kids back in school this fall, now 
might be a great time for parents to learn 
more about basic first aid in your home.
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Propane Prices Capped For Winter
Now you never have to worry about propane prices going up in the winter with Fall 

River Propane’s all new C.A.P.  plan. With this new plan, your price of propane is fixed to 
not exceed a specific dollar amount no matter what happens to the wholesale prices of 
propane that Fall River Propane pays. 

“C.A.P. stands for continuous monitoring of the amount of propane in your tank,” Fall 
River Propane General Manager David McKinnon says. “It is also Auto Delivery, so there  

Additionally, C.A.P.  plan customers receive the “never 
out” guarantee. In the event you ever run out of propane, 
your next fill is FREE. There is also an annual plan enroll-
ment fee. For details or to sign up, visit www.fallriverpro-
pane.com or call Fall River Propane’s customer service 
number at 800.632.5726 during normal business hours.

Reap A Safe Harvest

In Fall River Electric’s service territory, 
the Labor Day weekend marks the start 
of school, football season, and the need 
to ready your home for winter weather. 
Now is the time to take advantage of Fall 
River’s energy conservation rebates. Install 
new windows, exterior doors, floor, wall, or 
ceiling insulation, heat pumps, or an elec-
tronically controlled thermostat and Fall 
River Electric will help you pay for these 
improvements.

Below are additional areas beyond 
insulation and windows ready.gov rec-
ommends for making energy-saving 
improvements to heat your home:

• Caulking and weather stripping;

• Learn how to keep pipes from 
freezing;

• Install and test smoke alarms and 
carbon monoxide detectors with 
battery backups; 

• Gather supplies in case you need to 
stay home for several days without 
power. Keep in mind each person’s 
specific needs, including medica-
tion. Remember the needs of your 
pets; and

• Have extra batteries for radios and 
flashlights.

For rebate information, visit www.fall 
riverelectric.com/home-improvement- 
rebates. 

Winter Weather Prep

is no need to call to order propane and price protection.” 



Fall River’s FLASHES newsletter is printed on 
recycled paper and is certified by the Forest 
Stewardship Council. Products certified 
by FSC directly support responsible forest 
management.

Want your Fall River FLASHES faster? Click the 
Quick Link Newsletter on our website’s home 
page at fallriverelectric.com.

Keep up-to-date on news, including power 
outage information, by “liking” Fall River 
Electric on Facebook at facebook.com/
fallriverrec. 

Congratulations to Abigail Hale of Tetonia for being awarded the $1,000 Energy Partner 
Scholarship to continue her education this fall.

This scholarship is awarded to a graduating high school student via a random drawing 
at the Cooperative’s annual business meeting held each June. Students who entered the 
Co-op’s scholarship program but were not selected as a finalist then become eligible for 
the Energy Partner award. The scholarship recipient is chosen from those students who 
also attend the annual meeting and is funded personally by CEO Bryan Case.

Energy Partner Scholarship Awarded

Congratulations to Dede Draper of Ashton and Georg Behrens from Victor for being 
re-elected as Fall River Electric board president and vice president, respectively. Also, con-
grats to Jodi Stiehl of Island Park for being newly elected board secretary/treasurer. These 
board members will serve in their positions through June 2022.

As customers of Fall River Electric, you are also an owner of your cooperative because 
Fall River operates as a member-owned electric utility. The board officers, who are also 
owner-members, direct the long-term strategy of your Cooperative!

Board Elects Officers

After a career that spanned 46 years,  Operations Manager Trent Yancey retired at the end 
of August. Yancey (left photo) received congratulations from CEO/General Manager Bryan 
Case (left) and Engineering Manager Dave Peterson (right) at the staff summer party.

Also recognized at the event were Meter Technician Brett Eckman (bottom, center pho-
to), who retired following a 31-year career with the Cooperative, and Hydro Operator Del-
win Smith (bottom, right photo). Pictured to Smith’s left is Mark Chandler, Hydro Opera-
tions Supervisor, along with Case and Peterson. 

Celebrating Staff Retirements
Jodi StiehlDede Draper Georg Behrens


