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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

As was reported last month, Fall River Electric 
Cooperative’s community solar installation has 
been completed and is available for member 
to participation. As part of the program, each 
month you’ll see a credit on your statement 
for the kilowatt hours of solar power your 
units generate. No need to spend thousands 
of dollars on your own rooftop solar system 
when you can sign up with Fall River—plus, 
you’ll be contributing to helping our local  
environment!

Applications can be found on the Coopera-
tive’s website by clicking on this icon on the 

home page or by pasting this 
link, www.fallriverelectric.com/
cooperative-solar, into your 
computer’s browser. 

Application guidelines include:

• All members qualify.*

• Electrical service addresses can be any-
where in Fall River’s service territory.

• Each solar unit you subscribe to requires a 
one-time fee of $150.

• Members may subscribe for up to a total 
of 50 units.

Cooperative Solar: Sign Up for Fall River 
Electric’s Community Solar Program! 

• Solar generation and the kilowatt hours 
you earn are available for 25 years.

• Members may transfer their units to any 
other property within Fall River’s service 
territory if you move from the original loca-
tion in which you enroll. You can also trans-
fer your subscription to another member.

• Members can donate any number of units 
to low-income families.

Members are encouraged to read all the terms 
and conditions of the community solar agree-
ment before returning the application to Fall 
River Electric.

Based on data supplied by Creative Energies So-
lar, the company that installed Fall River’s solar 
system, as well as data we have tracked since 
our community solar system went into opera-
tion, subscribing owner-members should ex-
pect each solar unit to generate between 90 to 
100 kilowatt hours per year.**

Now is the time to join Fall River Electric’s 
solar generation program!

*Not available for irrigation members
**This is an estimate of annual generation

GET FALL RIVER 
ELECTRIC EMAIL 
UPDATES

Member email addresses are becom-
ing a more and more important 
method to contact members about 
key events and information. This past 
summer, Fall River Electric emailed 
members inviting them to attend our 
mini member appreciation events and 
Tesla electric vehicle test drives.

Some members are opting out of 
receiving emails via Fall River’s Con-
stant Contact account and thus are 
not being made aware of important 
meetings. Most recently, Fall River 
Electric owner-members were invited 
to attend meetings in October at 
several locations to discuss potential 
electric rate changes following the 
Bonneville Power Administration’s final 
decision on new wholesale rates. It is 
very important to Fall River’s board 
and management that member input 
is received. 

Please make sure Fall River has your 
current email address. To stay better 
informed, we encourage you to not 
“unsubscribe” to our email notifica-
tions.

Being part of a cooperative means being a 
part of something special…ownership! As a 
member of Fall River Electric, you are an owner 
represented by other owners you elect to the 
Co-op’s board. You also have the opportunity 
to be paid patronage capital and access other 
rebates when available. 

“Build Back for Impact” is the theme of this 
year’s cooperative month. It is the nation’s 
annual opportunity to raise awareness of a 
trusted, proven way to do business and build 
communities. 

Cooperatives Build Community

The seventh cooperative principle is Concern 

Celebrate National Co-Op Month
for Community. Fall River Electric has a history 
of contributing money, materials, and employ-
ee involvement in local organizations, as well 
as charitable contributions to many commu-
nity efforts. Last year, for example, Fall River 
gave financial support and food contributions 
to our local food banks and pantries.

Cooperatives Look to the Future

Fall River Electric’s board, CEO, and manage-
ment team are focused on the future and the 
products and services that will be of benefit to 
the Co-op’s members. They are looking ahead 
five, ten, and even twenty years into the future 
to ensure Fall River Electric remains a strong 
and viable business.

YOU CAN NOW EARN SOLAR CREDITS ON YOUR MONTHLY ENERGY BILL
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Note: This article first appeared in the Febru-
ary 2019 FLASHES newsletter. Since many new 
members have joined Fall River Electric since 
that date, we are reprinting the article for infor-
mational purposes.

In March 2019, residential owner-members of 
Fall River Electric began to see the term “de-
mand” on their monthly statements, which 
shows the highest number of kilowatts (kW) 
used at any one time during the preceding 
billing period. 

Members can determine the period of the day 
in which your home’s electricity demand is the 
highest by logging on to your account online, 
then clicking “My Usage,” followed by “Usage 
History,” and then “Peak Demand.”  When you 
identify the day(s) of peak demand, you can 
click on that date to view your hourly demand. 
Once a member determines which hour(s) 
demand is peaking, they can choose to take 
steps toward reducing demand or shifting 
demand to a different time period, thereby 
reducing electricity consumption. Similarly, 
you can also begin to take steps toward pin-
pointing what uses in your home—HVAC, 
cooking, hot water use, electronics, lighting, or 

What Is The “Demand” Shown On Your 
Residential Statement?

Several Fall River Electric staff members have received advancements and new promotions fol-
lowing the recent retirements of longtime FRE staff (see September FLASHES). Brent Gamett has 
been promoted to Manager of Operations. Brent was selected from a field of thirty-five quality 
internal and external candidates. He has twenty years of experience at Fall River and has been in 
the electric industry for more than thirty-five years.

Randy Wakefield was promoted to become Fall River’s Ashton-based Engineering Services rep-
resentative, while former Island Park line crew Foreman Tim Jenkins was promoted to the Engi-
neering Services posi-
tion, serving members 
in Island Park and West 
Yellowstone. Jeremy 
Banta was promoted to 
line crew Foreman.  

Congratulations!

Safety on the job and at home is vital to the well-being of 
our members, their families, and our staff, which is why Fall 
River Electric adopted our Take Safety Home monthly se-
ries in 2021. As hunting season gears up for our members, 
take a moment to remind yourself of important firearm 
safety tips. 

Here are 8 firearm rules to live by:

1. Treat every gun as if it is loaded.
2. Always point the muzzle in a safe direction.
3. Keep your finger off the trigger until you are ready to 

shoot.
4. Keep the safety in the ON position until ready to fire.
5. Never leave a loaded weapon unattended or unse-

cured.
6. Always be certain of your target and what is around 

your target.
7. Know your firearm and keep it clean and maintained.
8. Always wear eye and ear protection.

Be sure to share this safety information with all members 
of your family.

Take Safety Home: Firearm Safety

other plug-ins—that might contribute to this 
high consumption and take steps to reduce  
demand by limiting use of any of those items.

What is demand?
Demand is defined as the rate at 
which a member uses electricity 
during a specific fifteen-minute time 
period and is measured by kilowatts 
(kW) rather than kilowatt hours. 

Think of it in terms of your 
vehicle’s speedometer:   
Example: If a vehicle travels at a 
speed (rate) of 80 miles per hour for 
half an hour, the miles driven are 
only 40 miles.
In terms of electricity: Member’s 
rate of consumption (demand) is 80 
kW for half an hour, while the kilowatt 
hours consumed are 40 kWh.   

Brent Gamett Randy Wakefield Tim Jenkins Jeremy Banta


