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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

EXTENDED OFFICE 
CLOSURE FOR 
THANKSGIVING 

Fall River Electric will 
be closed Thursday AND 
Friday, November 24 and 
25, in observance of the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 
The extra day will allow 
our staff to spend a little 
more time with their 
families. Offices will close 
early at 2:30 p.m. MST on 
Wednesday, November 
23, however, Fall River 
Electric’s website will 
be available to process 
payments throughout the 
holiday weekend.

Studies Affirm Keeping The Lower Snake 
River Dams

In February 2021, U.S. House of Representative 
Mike Simpson of Idaho released a plan calling 
for breaching the four Lower Snake River Dams. 
His proposal outlined $33.5 billion in federal 
spending to breach four dams on the Lower 
Snake River in 2030—removing earthen berms 
to restore the river’s flow—and to replace the 
transportation, irrigation, and power generation 
the dams provide.

“It’s the first proposal that looks at the big 
picture,” Simpson said. “Not just the question of 
‘take dams out’ or ‘don’t take dams out,’ but if 
you take dams out, what are the consequences? 
We’re the first to admit those dams are valuable, 
and so if you’re going to take them out, how are 
you going to make the stakeholders whole?” 

Other provisions in his plan would give agri-
culture a bigger role in watershed improvement 

and transfer fish management responsibility 
from the Bonneville Power Administration to a 
joint council of states and tribes.

The remaining major dams in the Columbia 
River Basin would get license extensions of 35 
to 50 years, along with a 35-year moratorium on 
environmental lawsuits related to the dams.

Prior to Representative Simpson’s proposal, 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Rec-
lamation, and Bonneville Power Administration 
prepared the Columbia River System Operations 
(CRSO) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in 
accordance with NEPA. More than thirty entities 
from across the Northwest, consisting of tribes, 
intertribal organizations, federal agencies, and 
state and local governments agreed to partici-
pate in this NEPA process.

More than $2.5 million dollars in patronage 
capital funds is set for distribution throughout 
December to owner-members who were mem-
bers of the Cooperative in 2004 and a portion 
of 2005. This is the most significant benefit of 
being a customer, or owner-member, of Fall Riv-
er Electric. Patronage capital is a program that 
pays customers cash back over time. Whenever 
Fall River Electric collects more money than it 
needs for operating expenses, those extra rev-
enues, which are called “margins,” become pa-
tronage capital and are disbursed to the own-
er-members of the Co-op on an approximate 
twenty-year cycle. Unlike for-profit utilities that 
pay profits to shareholders, Fall River Electric be-
longs to you and the communities it serves, and 

uses patronage capital to invest in the Coopera-
tive’s infrastructure.

The amount of patronage capital paid out is 
based on how much electricity you used during 
the years previously mentioned. The Coopera-
tive’s board retires or pays out patronage capital 
only when the financial condition of the Co-op 
allows.

You can learn more about patronage capital 
by visiting our website: www.fallriverelectric.
com/patronage-capital. Please carefully review 
the letter that will be enclosed with your check. 
If you have further questions, please call a friend-
ly Member Service representative during normal 
business hours, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. MST at 800.632.5726.

Continued on next page ...



The EIS identifies and evaluates alternatives for operations, 
maintenance, and configuration of the CRSO. The co-lead agen-
cies identified a Preferred Alternative, which supported main-
taining the Lower Snake River dams while increasing water “spill” 
for juvenile fish passage to thus create an opportunity for a ma-
jor benefit to salmon and steelhead. The CRSO EIS was entered 
into the Federal Register on October 8, 2020.

The Bonneville Power Administration also hired a respected 
California based firm, Energy + Environmental Economics (E3), to 
do an independent review of the CRSO EIS findings. The exten-
sive report released in July 2022 states, “…replacement [of dams] 
without any emerging technologies requires very large renew-
able resource additions at a very high cost.” 

All the Lower Snake River Dams have been modernized with 
multiple fish passage systems including fish ladders, advance 
technology turbines, fish screens, and spillways that allow salm-
on to pass upstream and down with minimal impact. The graph 
above  shows the increasing trend and numbers of returning 
adult salmon especially since 2000. 

Since the release of the EIS in 2020 and Simpson’s proposal in 

2021, much debate has occurred by interested parties. Some of 
the most vocal advocates for removing the dams have been U.S. 
Senator Patty Murray of Washington State and Washington Gov-
ernor Jay Inslee. 

On August 25, 2022, Murray-Inslee released their final report on 
recovering salmon, which states in part that removing the dams 
“is not a feasible or responsible option” until the energy and eco-
nomic benefits of the dams are replaced or mitigated. Kurt Mill-
er, executive director of Northwest RiverPartners, said the “rec-
ommendation realizes the importance of the dams in avoiding 
blackouts and keeping electricity affordable for lower income 
communities as we retire coal and natural gas generation.”

The Murray-Inslee final report and recommendations cap off 
a series of renewed studies looking at what it would take to re-
place the four (Ice Harbor, Lower Monumental, Little Goose, & 
Lower Granite) Lower Snake River dams.

Our region is fortunate to have access to renewable carbon 
free electrical generation especially considering the desire 
to move to a carbon free future. Hydroelectric generation is a 
good fit with other variable renewable generation like wind 
and solar and is why the Northwest has an incredibly low car-
bon footprint. 

While hydroelectric generation has a minor impact on salmon, 
the efforts, projects, and dollars you as owner-members of Fall 
River Electric provide to that effort, as a ratepayer, has resulted 
in an upward trend in salmon returns. Hydroelectric generation, 
irrigation of massive amounts of farmland, barging of Idaho 
products, and the enormous recreation opportunities the LSRDs 
provide can all coexist with salmon. 

Continued from page 1 ...

*Salmon and steelhead returns pre-1938 assume a 75 percent harvest rate in the lower Columbia River—
experts estimate anywhere from 50-80 percent based on catch at Astoria, Oregon.

**Actual counts at the fish window at Bonnevill Dam, 138 miles upriver from Astoria.
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B OA R D  O F  D I R E C TOR S

Fish biologists in the northwest region 
have been tracking salmon runs for de-
cades. This year, they are celebrating an 
absolute banner year for salmon returns to 
the Columbia River Basin.

According to latest data for 2022, Chi-
nook salmon passing the Bonneville Dam 
are about 117 percent of the ten-year av-
erage and 142 percent of the ten-year av-
erage past the Lower Granite Dam on the 
Snake River. It gets even better with sock-
eye salmon leading the pack with the most 
impressive returns. Sockeye numbers re-
turning at the Bonneville Dam on the Co-
lumbia was more than 663,000 fish, which 
is the largest population of sockeye since 

Idaho Welcomes Over 660 Sockeye To 
The Sawtooths Basin

FRE Helps Launch EV Charging Network
This article was written and published by NRECA in 

their Electric Co-op News.
 
Fall River Electric Cooperative in Idaho is help-

ing create an electric vehicle fast-charging network 
along major corridors in the Intermountain West. On 
September 15, co-op leaders joined with state offi-
cials from Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming to launch 
the “West Electric Highway” through eight western 
states, which also include Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, 
New Mexico, and Utah. It is the largest EV corridor col-
lective in the nation, dubbed ChargeWest. 

The kickoff event was held in Island Park, Idaho, to 
highlight the fact that Fall River will receive nearly 
$865,000 in grants from the state to install five DC 

fast chargers in three locations to serve members and visitors. Motorists will be able to 
charge an EV battery to 80 percent in about 20 minutes.

“We just see there’s a huge need for it. I think there are a lot of travelers who do not 
bring their EVs now because of the lack of chargers,” said Clint Washburn, the co-op’s 
human resources manager who applied for the grants on behalf of Fall River.

The eight states that have come together for ChargeWest want to leverage public-pri-
vate partnerships to install chargers every 50 miles to ease range anxiety among EV driv-
ers and give them confidence to head into the Rocky Mountains.

 “We want the modern traveler to experience the same highways and byways of our 
western heritage with today’s new electric fuel horsepower,” said Tammie Bostick, execu-
tive director of Utah Clean Cities and the project lead.

EV drivers will pay a per-minute price to plug in to the Fall River chargers, which should 
be in place by the end of next summer. All three sites are near major highways.

Co-op CEO Bryan Case said Fall River’s participation in the charging network is just the 
latest program by the co-op to showcase clean energy.

“Fall River’s expansion toward providing our members with fast chargers follows our 
recent efforts of developing a community solar array, building solar and wind demon-
stration units at area high schools as educational tools for our students, and having our 
members rent, at no cost, our Tesla EV so they can experience firsthand driving an electric 
vehicle.”

Article written by Erin Kelly staff writer for NRECA

reliable fish 
counts start-
ed in 1938.

Thirty years 
after a single 
sockeye made 
the 900-mile journey back to Idaho’s Saw-
tooth Basin, the Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game is celebrating the return of more 
than 660 Snake River sockeye this year. By 
recent comparison, only 55 sockeye made 
the journey in 2021. Downstream at the 
Lower Granite Dam on the Snake River, a 
total of 2,087 sockeye were counted. The 
majority of sockeye runs are bound for 
Canada and the upper Columbia River.



Fall River’s FLASHES newsletter is printed 
on recycled paper and is certified by the 
Forest Stewardship Council. Products cer-
tified by FSC directly support responsible  
forest management.

Want your Fall River FLASHES faster? 
Click www.fallriverelectric.com and 
then select the tab “My Cooperative” 
followed by the drop-down menu “Fall 
River Electric Newsletter.”

Keep up to date, including on power 
outage information, by “liking” Fall River 
Electric on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/fallriverrec. 

Stuff The Trailer Food Drive Coming
During the past several years, Fall River Electric has been hosting Stuff the Truck food 

drives at area grocery stores to benefit local food banks. This year, things are a bit differ-
ent. Fall River is thinking bigger and will be stuffing the trailer. 

This holiday season, we invite our members to help us stuff the trailer at the following 
dates, locations, and times:

• Friday, December 2, at Dave’s in Ashton from 11:30am to 1:30pm
• Friday, December 9, at Broulim’s in Rexburg from 3:30pm - 5:30pm 
• Friday, December 16, at Food Roundup from 11am -12:30pm and The Market 

Place from 12:30pm - 1:30pm—both locations in West Yellowstone, MT
• Thursday, December 22, at Broulim’s in Driggs from 3:30pm to 5:30pm

Our local food banks are heavily utilized during the holiday season, so we help by 
delivering donated food after the holidays when food banks have the lowest supply but 
still high demand. Help us feed those in need!

Board Member Jay Hanson Receives 
Regional Award

The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) recently held its regional 
meetings and Fall River Electric board member Jay Hanson was presented with the Re-
gional Award for Outstanding Service. This award is presented to an electric co-op direc-
tor who has demonstrated exceptional service to his/her cooperative, to cooperatives in 
the region he/she serves in, has advanced the goals of NRECA, and assisted in preserving 
the electric cooperative business model.

“It is a great honor to receive this award,” Hanson said. “However, to me, I have not 
done anything more than anyone else in my position would do. From the time I can 
remember, I have been involved in service to the people that I have been responsible to. 
Service is something I cannot get out of my system.”

Hanson was elected to Fall River’s board in 2005 and has been re-elected five additional 
times. Due to term limits in Fall River Electric’s bylaws, Hanson will end his tenure in June 
2023. Hanson also served six years on the board of the National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation (CFC), which provides financial services and assistance to electric co-
operatives nationwide.

Above, Jay Hanson receives the award 
from NRECA CEO Jim Matheson. 


