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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

OFFICES CLOSED FOR 
INDEPENDENCE DAY
Fall River Electric offices will be 
CLOSED for the Independence 
Day holiday on Monday, July 4, 
2022. Fall River crews will remain 
on stand-by to handle any power 
emergency. If you experience an 
outage on the weekend or holiday, 
call 800.632.5726 and a crew will be 
dispatched immediately.

Have a safe and enjoyable 4th of July 
weekend from your friends at Fall 
River!

SCHMIER EARNS 
GOLD
Fall River Electric board member 
Doug Schmier of West Yellowstone 
recently earned the prestigious 
Director Gold Credential certifica-
tion from the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA). 
Obtaining this certificate requires 
prior achievement of both the 
Credentialed Cooperative Director 
and Board Leadership Certificate, 
as well as additional credits earned 
from NRECA’s continuing education 
program. 

This is the highest level of certifica-
tion that NRECA offers to cooperative 
board members. 

Helping Hands Organization Receives 
$10K Donation
The Fall River Helping Hands 
organization is a nonprofit 
501(c)3 entity formed to as-
sist Fall River Electric mem-
bers navigating a hardship that effects paying 
their energy bills, especially during the winter 
months. Payments from Helping Hands can 
be for expenses associated with electric or gas 
utilities, or even used for firewood in some cir-
cumstances, and apply to members anywhere 
in Fall River Electric’s service territory.

Recently, Helping Hands received a $10,000 
contribution from CoBank through their  “Shar-
ing Success” program. CoBank is a coopera-
tive bank serving vital industries across rural 
America. The bank provides loans, leases, ex-
port financing, and other financial services 

to agribusinesses and rural power, water, and 
communications providers in all fifty states. 
The bank also provides wholesale loans and 
other financial services to affiliated Farm Credit 
associations serving more than 76,000 farmers, 
ranchers, and other rural borrowers in twenty-
three states around the country. 

As the sun warms us up for summer, some members of Fall River 
Electric may be considering adding solar panels to their home. As 
the area’s energy experts, Fall River has a wealth of information at 
your fingertips to help you make an informed decision. 

Visit our website for resources like a list of local solar installers, 
answers to frequently asked questions, and even a guide to help 
you create a “Request for Proposal” to make sure you are getting 
the best deal for your hard-earned dollars.

Maybe solar does not work for the location of your home or 
you have an HOA that does not allow rooftop solar installation? 
If so, check out Fall River Electric’s Cooperative Community So-
lar Program. You can subscribe to our program and have your 
own solar panels without the big upfront cost. Find info here:  
www.fallriverelectric.com/cooperative-solar.

Scan this QR code for a quick video about solar.

Is Solar Right For Your Home?

Pictured left to right is Roz Preston, HH Secretary/Treasur-
er; Dede Draper and Georg Behrens directors; Jodi Stiehl, 
HH Vice President; Bryan Case director; Sheena Lankford 
HH President and Doug Schmier director. 

Fall River Electric Board President Dede Draper 
and CEO/General Manager Bryan Case present-
ed the award to Schmier. 

Congratulations to 4th graders at Rendezvous Upper Elementary in Driggs for winning Fall River Electric's Safe Electricity 
word search game!

The class won a $100 gift card to be used for supplies or a class party—or both!—plus student Paulina won a $25 gift card 
in a random drawing of word search entries from class members. The contest was part of this year’s elementary school 
electrical safety demonstrations which involved classes from eleven schools in Fall River’s service territory. The teacher in 
the photo is Mrs. Behrens.
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Fall River’s FLASHES 
newsletter is printed 
on recycled paper 
and is certified by the 

Forest Stewardship Council. Products certi-
fied by FSC directly support responsible  
forest management.

Want your Fall River FLASHES faster? Click 
www.fallriverelectric.com and then select 
the tab “My Cooperative” followed by 
the drop-down menu “Fall River Electric 
Newsletter.”

Keep up to date, including on power out-
age information, by “liking” Fall River Elec-
tric on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
fallriverrec. 
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Have you heard the term “Smart Home” and wondered, ‘What does that mean?’ A smart home is a 
home that uses automated technology for a variety of functions. Home automation started with 
the invention of the thermostat and has developed into one of the biggest and fastest growing 
markets in technology. The potential of home automation continues to grow. You can use it for 
home security, controlling appliances, monitoring energy use, as a personal assistant, or for help 
looking after the elderly, people with a disability, and more.

Besides smart thermostats, what other functions in your home can be “smart”? 

• Video doorbells
• Home security/cameras/door locks
• Robotic vacuums
• Heated flooring
• Baby monitors
• Smart TVs
• Smart window shades
• Smart speakers
• Smart electrical plugs
• Smart light switches

Smart technology can be incorporated in nearly every room of your house and for many functions 
in the kitchen, bath, bedroom, nursery, and much more. To learn more about “smart homes,” visit 
pcmag.com or search for smart home examples on youtube.com. 

Is Your Home “Smart”?

Take Safety Home – Home Safety

Just because Idaho spring temperatures have 
been on the cooler side does not mean hot 
temps for summer are a thing of the past. Here 
are some tips from the U.S. Department of 
Energy to help you fend off hot temperatures 
inside your home for the summer months 
ahead:

1. Use your windows to keep heat out. 
About 75 percent of sunlight that falls 
on standard double-pane windows en-
ters your home to become heat. Window 
coverings that are “operable” can be used 
throughout the day to block direct sun-
light and the heat the sun generates.

2. Use fans and ventilation strategies to 
keep cool. If you have a ceiling fan, set it 
to spin counterclockwise in the summer 
to push air down to create a cool breeze. 
Turn on bathroom fans when you show-
er or bathe to suck heat and humidity 
from your home.

3. If you have a cooling system, sched-
ule regular maintenance to ensure ef-
ficient operation. Do not place TVs or 
lamps near thermostats. If your system 
is forced air, make sure furniture, rugs, or 
other objects do not block vents. 

4. Caulk or apply weatherstripping to 
keep hot air out. Seal cracks or open-
ings especially around windows and 
doors to prevent warm air from entering.

Fall River Electric offers members a wide vari-
ety of home energy efficiency rebates when 
you replace defective windows and exterior 
doors, increase floor and attic insulation, in-
stall heat pumps, as well as many other op-
tions. Visit www.fallriverelectric.com and click 
the menu titled, “My Energy Savings,” for de-
tails and application forms. 

Our home is a hazardous place and, most of the time, we actually create the hazards! Here are 
just a few examples of things to be mindful of for a safer home:

Keep Cool This Summer With Fall 
River's Help

• Stairways with toys, shoes, or other 
tripping hazards;

• Cleaning or disinfectant products 
NOT out of reach of children and 
grandchildren;

• Rugs that curl at the edges or rugs on 
waxed/polished floors;

• Lack of smoke or carbon monoxide 
detectors; and

• Furniture placed in pathways.

For more tips and ways to make your home safer, visit cdc.gov and use the search bar for the 
topic of interest to you.


