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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

Office Closure For The 
Upcoming Holidays
Fall River Electric will be closed Mon-
day, December 26, in observance 
of the Christmas holiday and again 
on Monday, January 2, to celebrate 
the New Year’s weekend. Offices will 
also close at noon on Friday, Decem-
ber 23, and at 2:30p.m. on Friday, 
December 30.
 
To commemorate the federal 
holiday, Martin Luther King Day, and 
Idaho’s Human Rights Day, Fall River 
Electric offices will also be closed on 
Monday, January 16, 2023.
In case of an unexpected power 
outage during these holiday week-
ends, our crews will be on stand-by 
to respond as quickly and safely as 
possible. If you experience an outage 
on the holiday breaks or any time 
after normal business hours, call 
1.800.632.5726. 

Need Help Paying 
Your Energy Bill?
Winter officially arrives this month, 
but colder weather is already here, 
which usually means higher monthly 
energy bills. Help is available. Fall 
River Electric members can utilize 
the Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance (LIHEAP) program. Ap-
plications are now being accepted, 
call the office in your state for more 
information:

IDAHO 208.522.5391

MONTANA 406.587.4486

WYOMING 800.246.4221

Avoid High Winter Heating Bills
It’s winter and with the chilly weather comes 
higher energy bills. Utilize the below tips from 
Fall River Electric to help you save energy, save 
money, and stay comfortable during the frigid 
winter months ahead. Some of these tips are 
at no cost to you and can be used on a daily 
basis to increase your savings; others are sim-
ple and inexpensive actions you can take to 
ensure maximum savings during the winter.

Take Advantage of Heat from the Sun
Open curtains on your south-facing windows 
during the day to allow sunlight to naturally 
heat your home and close them at night to re-
duce the chill you may feel from cold windows.

Cover Drafty Windows
Use a heavy-duty, clear plastic sheet on a 
frame or tape clear plastic film to the inside of 
your window frames during the frigid winter 
months. Make sure the plastic is sealed tightly 
to the frame to help reduce infiltration. Install 
tight-fitting, insulating drapes or shades on 
windows that feel drafty after weatherizing.

Adjust the Temperature
When you are home and awake, set your ther-
mostat as low as is comfortable. When you are 
asleep or out of the house, turn your thermo-
stat back 10° to 15° for eight hours and save 
around 10 percent a year on your heating bills. 
A smart or programmable thermostat can 
make it easy to set back your temperature. If 
you have a heat pump, maintain a moderate 
setting, or use a programmable thermostat 
specifically designed for use with heat pumps.

Find and Seal Leaks
Seal the air leaks around utility cut-throughs 
for pipes ("plumbing penetrations"), gaps 
around chimneys and recessed lights in insu-
lated ceilings, and unfinished spaces behind 
cupboards and closets. Add caulk or weather-
stripping to seal air leaks around leaky doors 
and windows. 

Reduce Heat Loss from the Fireplace
Keep your fireplace damper closed unless a 
fire is burning. Keeping the damper open is 
like keeping a window wide open during the 
winter; it allows warm air to go right up the 
chimney. When you use the fireplace, reduce 
heat loss by opening dampers in the bottom 
of the firebox (if provided) or open the nearest 
window slightly—approximately one inch—
and close doors leading into the room. Lower 
the thermostat setting to between 50° and 
55°F. If you never use your fireplace, plug and 
seal the chimney flue.

Lower Your Water Heating Costs
Turn down the temperature of your water heat-
er to the warm setting (120°F). You will not only 
save energy, but you will also avoid scalding.

As was announced in last month’s FLASHES newsletter, Fall River Electric members that used 
power in 2004 and a portion of 2005 will be receiving patronage capital checks in December, 
totaling more than $2.5 million. 

This is the largest single year disbursement of patronage capital in the history of the Co-op.

The amount of patronage capital each member receives is based on how much electricity they 
used during the time period. The Cooperative’s excellent financial condition allows the board to 
retire (or pay out) patronage capital annually.

When you receive your payment, carefully review the enclosed letter providing an explanation of 
this unique benefit of being an owner-member of Fall River Electric. If you have further questions, 
please call a friendly Member Service representative during normal business hours, Monday 
through Friday, 8a.m. to 4:30p.m. MST, at 800.632.5726.

Watch For Your Check In The Mail



Fall River’s FLASHES 
newsletter is printed 
on recycled paper 

and is certified by the Forest Stewardship 
Council. Products certified by FSC directly 
support responsible forest management.

Want your Fall River FLASHES faster? 
Click www.fallriverelectric.com and 
then select the tab “My Cooperative” 
followed by the drop-down menu “Fall 
River Electric Newsletter.”

Keep up to date, including on power 
outage information, by “liking” Fall River 
Electric on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/fallriverrec. 

800-632-5726
208-652-7431

ASHTON
1150 North 3400 East

Ashton, ID 83420

DRIGGS
1605 N Highway 33

Driggs, ID 83422

WEST YELLOWSTONE
436 Madison Ave

West Yellowstone, MT 59758

All Our Offices Are Open
Monday - Friday
8:00am - 4:30pm

Fall River Electric Named Top Private 
Business

Take Safety Home:
Substance Abuse Prevention
Fall River Electric’s “Take Safety Home” series is designed to keep members AND staff safe at 
work and at home. 

October was National Substance Abuse Prevention Month. Fentanyl abuse is causing almost 
half of all drug overdose deaths nationwide. Recognizing an opioid overdose can be difficult. 
If you are not sure, it is best to treat the situation like an overdose—you could save a life. Call 
911 or seek medical care for the individual. Do not leave the person alone. Signs of an overdose 
may include:

• Small, constricted “pinpoint pupils”;
• Falling asleep or loss of consciousness;
• Slow, shallow breathing;
• Choking or gurgling sounds;
• Limp body; and
• Pale, blue, or cold skin.

For the third consecutive year, Fall River Electric Cooperative has been 
named as one of Idaho’s Top 100 privately owned businesses and is 
also the only electric utility to earn a spot in the rankings.

The Idaho Private 100 list is compiled by KPMG, a global network of 
accounting professionals, and is based on annual company revenue. 
Fall River earned the number 83 ranking, up two spots from 2021, and 

was one of only eleven eastern Idaho companies ranked. Winco Foods was ranked number one, 
beating out J.R. Simplot at number two. Melaleuca was the top eastern Idaho company listed.

Fall River CEO/General Manager Bryan Case was also featured in the publication’s “Executive 
Spotlight.”
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Local Teachers Receive Distributed 
Power Generation Training

Representatives from the Bonneville Environmental 
Foundation (BEF) recently presented a day of distributed 
energy generation training to science and technology 
teachers from North Fremont, Teton, and West Yellowstone 
high schools. This was the final element in BEF’s involvement 
with Fall River Electric’s installation of wind and solar 
demonstration units at the three high schools. Distributed 
generation is the term used when electricity is generated from 
sources, often renewable energy sources, near the point of use 
instead of generation coming from distant power sources. 

The training also detailed how teachers can use the wind and solar demo units at each high 
school for student instruction. Fall River Electric’s electrical engineer AJ Balls also updated 
teachers on the Co-op’s community solar system, its Tesla EV, and on the Co-op’s locally-owned 
hydro facilities.

BEF donated funds to help purchase the wind and solar equipment for the high school units 
that were installed prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Fires can be extremely dangerous, and you should always be certain that you are not in danger 
before attempting to put out a fire. When a fire is discovered, follow these rules:

• Assist anyone in danger to safety.
• Activate the fire alarm or call 911.
• After you have done the first two steps and if 

the fire is small, you may attempt to use a fire 
extinguisher.

• Position yourself so you have an exit at your back.
• Use a class ABC extinguisher for most common fires 

but remember, most extinguishers will discharge 
fully in 15 to 30 seconds so be prepared to exit.

• Aim the extinguisher at the base of the flames and use sweeping motions to cover the area 
of the fire.

For more info, visit www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Staying-safe/Safety-equipment/Fire-extinguishers. 

Fire Extinguisher Tips


