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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

Last month Idaho Governor Brad Little im-
plored residents to help minimize wildfires 
and limit outdoor activities that could result 
in sparking a fire. “Idaho has been fortunate in 
recent years to avoid the devastating kind of 
fire seasons other states have faced, but this 
year could be different,” Governor Little said.  

According to the National Interagency Fire 
Center, wildfire activity continues in 13 states 
where at least 83 large fires have burned near-
ly 1.3M acres. More than 20,000 firefighters 
and support staff are battling those blazes. So, 
what can you, as a Fall River Electric owner-
member, do to help?

Ready.gov has a host of tips and safety mea-
sures to ensure you and your family are pre-
pared and safe, including: 

• Make sure everyone in your household 
knows and understands what to do if you 
need to quickly evacuate.

• Make sure insurance policies and per-
sonal documents like IDs are up to date. 
Make copies and keep them in a secure, 
password protected digital space.

• Identify an outdoor water source with a hose 
that can reach any area of your property.

• Create a fire-resistant zone that is free of 
leaves, debris, or flammable materials for 
at least 30 feet from your home. THIS IS 
ESPECIALLY TRUE FOR PROPERTIES IN 
THE ISLAND PARK AREA.

• Have enough supplies of water and non-

Wildfire Season Is Here Protect Your 
Property

perishable food for your household, as 
well as medication, disinfectant supplies,  
and pet supplies in your “go bag” or car 
trunk.

FALL RIVER ELECTRIC HAS A FIRE 
MITIGATION PLAN

Your Cooperative has a fire mitigation plan in 
place for the purpose of minimizing the pos-
sibility of Co-op facilities starting or contribut-
ing to a wildfire. This plan has identified high-
risk areas where the location of Co-op facilities 
are remote and have limited access. The plan 
also includes the following actions:

• Enhanced vegetation and clearance efforts;

• Frequent power line inspections with the 
most up-to-date power line design/con-
struction;

• Weather monitoring using a variety of  
resources;

• Coordination with area emergency man-
agement personnel and USFS officials; and

• Preemptive power shutoffs to lessen fire-
threats.

For more information, visit ready.gov/wildfires. 
Be fire wise!

SCHMIER ELECTED 
TO NWPPA POST

Northwest Public Power 
Association (NWPPA) held 
their annual meeting 
and elected Fall River 
Electric Board Member 
Doug Schmier as the 
association’s new secre-

tary/treasurer. NWPPA is an interna-
tional association representing and 
serving more than 150 customer-
owned, locally controlled utilities in 
the Western U.S. and Canada.

NWPPA represents its consumer-
owned utility members on federal 
policy and regulatory issues, as well 
as provides over 250 training and ed-
ucation events for member employ-
ees to assist in improving their skills 
and enhancing their knowledge. Fall 
River’s participation at this high level 
ensures your Co-op is aware of vital 
issues and training that impact our 
ability to best serve our members.

OFFICES TO BE 
CLOSED ON LABOR 
DAY
Fall River Electric offices will be closed 
Monday, September 6, 2021, in cele-
bration of Labor Day, which was cre-
ated to recognize the contributions 
of American workers. It is also meant 
to give workers a well-earned day off 
to relax at home or get out and recre-
ate. To many folks, Labor Day marks 
the end of the summer season.

As with all holidays, Fall River crews 
are on stand-by in case of a power 
outage. Should an outage occur dur-
ing the Labor Day weekend, please 
call 1.800.632.5726 and a crew will be 
dispatched immediately.

Each owner-member of Fall River Electric Cooperative who voted for board candidates by mail, 
online, or in-person received an entry into our random drawing for the major prizes given away 
in conjunction with our June Energy Expo event in Ashton.

Energy Expo Prize Winners

Congratulations to: Jaime Musnicki of Victor, who won a big screen smart TV presented by Wendi of 
the engineering department; Tsvetelina Bush of Driggs, who won a Ski & Stay package courtesy of 
Grand Targhee Resort, presented by HR Manager Clint; and Deanna Weeks of Macks Inn who won 
the Husqvarna professional-grade chainsaw.
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The safety of Fall River Electric’s line and field 
crews, office staff, and owner-members is our 
priority. That’s why Fall River began the “Take 
Home Safety” campaign earlier this year. This 
month, the focus is on our owner-members.

With kids home from school, it’s a great time 
to create and discuss your family’s emergency 
communication plan. The plan is intended to 
answer one simple question:  “What if…” In 
the case of an emergency, mobile phones and 
computers may become unreliable. Here are 
three steps to prepare:

1. Create a paper copy of important contacts 
for your family, such as medical facilities, doc-
tors, schools, service providers, and other fam-
ily members outside your household.

2. Share your contact list with your family 
members and make sure each of them carries 
a copy with them (placed in backpacks, purs-
es, and wallets).

3. Hold a household meeting to review your 
plan.

TAKE HOME SAFETY: 
Emergency Communications 
& DIY Electrical Inspections

Phone scammers posing as representatives of Fall River Electric have surfaced in our area again. 
These callers insist that you are delinquent on your power bill and, unless you pay now, your 
power will be turned off. As these scammers become even more technologically advanced, your 
caller ID may make it appear as though the call is coming from Fall River. Most times they in-
struct you to put the amount you owe on a prepaid debit card, or they ask for your credit card 
number. Don’t believe it! Fall River will never demand credit card payment of the phone.

Protect yourself from these forms of fraud by following these steps:

1. Hang up immediately.

2. Call Fall River Electric at 800.632.5726.

3. Call your local police or sheriff’s office and report the call. Provide the caller’s phone number 
if possible.

Don’t fall for these scammer calls!

Scam Alert
Phone Scams Target Utility Customers

Fall River Electric Cooperative was formed in 1938 to fulfill 
a vital need in our community that would not have other- 
wise been met. Concerned local citizens came together 
to build this Co-op and bring electricity where there was 
none. Today, for most people, the founding of Fall River 
Electric and its circumstance have long been forgotten. 
Folks in the communities Fall River serves may have come 
to think of us as just another power provider. But we are 
different.

Fall River Electric is a cooperative that is owned and con-
trolled by you, our customers … our members. Members 
help guide important decisions that improve communities 
through the Co-op’s elected board. If you own or work for 
a local business in Fall River’s service territory, you have 
a stake in your cooperative. Fall River Electric seeks your 
feedback and engagement as it explores options to help 
you manage your electrical usage and deliver reliable, low-
cost power to you. Working together, we can accomplish 
great things for your family, your neighborhood, and your 
community.

More Than Just a Customer

During August, con-
duct a do-it-yourself 
home electrical safe-
ty inspection. Below 
are tips and areas of 
focus:

• Do you have electric cords running under 
rugs or carpet? If so, remove them.

• Inspect electric cords for wear and check 
outlets for overloading.

• Check your home fire extinguishers to  
ensure they are up-to-date.

• Are power tools stored and used only in 
clean, dry areas?

• Check to ensure bathroom electrical ap-
pliances (hair dryers, curling irons, etc) are 
not located near sources of water.

Stay safe around electricity both inside and 
outside your home this summer! 


